Frequently Asked
Questions About The
Proposed New Firehall
What is the fire department planning? Plans are being
finalized to build a new firehall on Salt Spring, the first one in decades.
The proposed new firehall will be located on land donated to the
fire department near Brinkworthy, across from Foxglove, next to the
Kutatas winery. The location is a big improvement over Firehall #1, in
terms of seismic issues and access in and out.
It will be an 11,500 square foot building. The amount of space has been
reduced considerably from the 2013 proposal (down 36% from the
18,000 square feet proposed then).
Costs are approximately $13.7 million, which requires getting taxpayer
approval for borrowing $9.7 million. The SSIFR is contributing $3 million
from budget reserves that have been set aside and a deal is being
finalized with CRD for another $1 million contribution.
Most importantly, the new firehall can be constructed with no new
taxes based on the current budget framework.

Why do we need a new firehall? The main hall (Firehall #1 in
Ganges) was built in 1959 when the island was much smaller and the
threats we faced were not so severe. The old firehall simply doesn’t
meet the needs of a modern fire department. It is long past its best
before date.

Why does it cost so much to build a firehall? Isn’t it
just a place to park the trucks? Back in the 1960s, the main
purpose of a firehall was to park the trucks and hang up the hoses to
dry between calls. Nowadays, the fire department responds to all kinds
of emergencies, from structure fires to medical calls, car accidents and
assisting in responding to wildfires, windstorms, floods, and one day,
perhaps an earthquake. Specialized equipment is needed for different
calls.
Standards for what we now call a post-disaster building (one that
would survive a major disaster so that a response can be staged) are
set by the provincial government. They are very stringent. For instance,
there are at least 21 different building codes and regulations alone. The
average cost for building these types of emergency response centers

in B.C. is about $1300 per square foot, three or four times what it
costs to build a home.

It all seems so expensive; why can’t we have an allvolunteer fire department to save money? The old model
of purely volunteer fire departments in small communities is
disappearing because the demands of the job and the training
requirements are increasing. We face all kinds of threats as
the climate changes, from wildfires to windstorms and floods.
Staffing 24-7 is an important part of a proper response too.
Here on SSI, we have a small core of career staff (9)
supplemented by a larger force of “paid on call” members (35),
plus administrative staff. POCs receive a small wage for training
and responding to emergencies.
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Why should I vote YES to building a new firehall? First,
we need it as a community to ensure we can continue to respond
to emergencies. Second, we have been very careful in planning
for a new firehall by designing a smaller structure (11,500 square
feet, down 36% from the 2013 proposal), and putting budget
reserves aside to help pay for it. That means that we can build a
firehall for the future without raising taxes.

If it doesn’t require any new taxes, why do we need
to vote on it? By law, any borrowing by an improvement
district like the SSI Fire Protection District requires approval by
taxpayers. Everyone who owns a property on Salt Spring that is a
Canadian citizen and BC resident can vote. The vote will be held
in June to approve borrowing of up to $9.7 million, a figure that
can be sustained without raising taxes.

Do you think this vote will be any different than the last
one in 2013 when islanders rejected that proposal?
Yes. We have done our homework, consulting widely. We have
listened and learned from 2013. The new firehall is 36% smaller
than the 2013 proposal. Money has been set aside to build it, and
the CRD is facilitating a federal tax contribution toward it as well,
so we don’t need to raise taxes. The SSIFR continues to respond
to change on Salt Spring; there are younger members and more
women now than there were a decade ago. We have worked hard
to gain support and listen to the community, and we are hopeful
that it will translate into a YES vote this June.
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