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When open burning prohibitions are 
rescinded each autumn, the forest industry is 
able to take advantage of cooler and wetter 
conditions to manage their potential fire 
hazards. However, forest industry personnel 
must adhere to a number of regulations when 
using fire to manage their slash.  
 
Anyone who lights, fuels or makes use of a 
Category 3 open fire must comply with the 
Environmental Management Act and the 
Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation. This 
legislation requires companies and individuals 
to check venting conditions prior to igniting 
any such fire.  
 
On Vancouver Island and the Sunshine Coast, 
forest companies have taken it one step 
further, using a cooperative approach to 
managing airsheds in areas where they want 
to conduct pile burns. The larger forest 
companies make agreements amongst 
themselves regarding which days each of 
them will burn (conditions allowing) to make 
sure that they’re not all burning 
piles on the same day in a 
particular area. This reduces the 
amount of smoke coming from 
a specific location and the 
potential impacts on the 
region’s air quality.  
 
When a company or an 
individual conducts a resource 
management burn (a type of 
prescribed burn that is not a 
Category 3 fire), they are 
obligated to prepare a burn plan 
and adhere to it. This plan takes 
into account factors such as fire 
size, fuels, objectives and a plan 

to suppress the fire in the event it escapes. In 
some cases, a resource management burn can 
achieve more than pile burning alone, since 
resource management burns can mimic 
beneficial, naturally occurring wildfires that 
promote forest health, increase habitat for 
wildlife and make the area more resilient to 
wildfire in the future.  
 
The Wildfire Act and Wildfire Regulation are 
very specific about what’s expected from 
anyone planning to conduct an industrial burn 
or resource management burn. More 
information is available online at: https://
www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and
-emergency-services/wildfire-status/fire-bans-
and-restrictions/bcws_resourcemgmt.pdf 
 
Burning slash and similar material during 
cooler months of the year is better than 
having it dry out and potentially fuel a wildfire 
during the heat of the summer. The Coastal 
Fire Centre supports activities that responsibly 
reduce accumulations of surface fuels.  

Above: An example of logging slash piles resulting from logging 
operations on the coast. 
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One of the reasons why the forest industry burns 
debris in piles and/or conducts resource 
management burns is to help fulfil their 
responsibility to abate wildfire hazards. 
  
Once valuable timber is extracted during 
industrial operations (logging, for example), a 
large amount of slash is often left behind at the 
site. Slash includes small trees, limbs, stumps and 
other woody material that is not used in 
processing and manufacturing. Because of the 
fuel types that are present in the Coastal Fire 
Centre, the amount of slash left behind after 
logging operations in coastal areas can be greater 
than in other areas of the province.  
 
Slash contributes to the spread of wildfires by 
providing additional fuel for the wildfires to burn. 
Slash can also contribute to more aggressive fire 
behavior, which can make it more difficult to get a 
wildfire under control.  
 
Fire hazard assessments and hazard abatement 
activities are crucial for reducing potential wildfire 
threats related to fuels left on the land base 
following industrial activities. Under the Wildfire 
Act, a person carrying out an industrial activity is 
legally obligated to assess and abate fire hazards 
as necessary. The types of hazard abatement 
activities undertaken can vary, depending on 
factors that include the level of fire risk, proximity 
to interface areas (areas that contain structures), 
fuel loading and the arrangement of the fuels.  
 
For more information about wildfire hazard 
abatement, visit www.gov.bc.ca/wildfiresindustry   
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Hazard abatement  

 

 

Above: Not only  can slash fuel aggressive fire 
behaviour should a wildfire occur in the area, it 
can also make firefighters’ work more difficult in 
a number of ways: establishing a fuel-free area 
around the fire, ensuring the fire is out  and 
even walking in the area can all be more difficult 
when slash is present. 

http://www.gov.bc.ca/wildfiresindustry


If you plan to light a Category 2 fire to burn yard 
debris this fall, you must comply with the 
Environmental Management Act and the Open 
Burning Smoke Control Regulation (just like those 
who burn larger amounts of debris in Category 3 
fires).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation 
outlines the responsibilities that people must 
accept if they wish to burn debris. It regulates 
what types of debris can be burned, and when 
and where it can be done.  
 

One of the requirements for conducting a 
Category 2 or Category 3 open fire is to check 
local venting conditions before you light it. 
Venting refers to the atmosphere’s ability to 
disperse airborne pollutants such as smoke. The 
Ventilation Index is provided by the Ministry of 
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Smoke management and the Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation  

 

Environment, is updated regularly and is available 
online or by phone.  
 
The Ventilation Index contains smoke control 
forecasts for the current day and the following 
day. Each region is assigned a numerical 
Ventilation Index rating and an associated 
descriptor (“poor”, “fair” or “good”). The burning 
of woody debris is only permitted when the 
forecasted Ventilation Index is sufficient to 
disperse smoke. Before debris can be ignited, the 
Ventilation Index must be predicted to be “good” 
on the afternoon that you intend to start burning 
and “fair” or “good” on the following afternoon.  
Checking the Ventilation Index before burning is 
not only required by legislation; it’s also part of 
being a good neighbour. If atmospheric 
conditions aren’t capable of efficiently dispersing 
smoke while burning is taking place, the smoke 
will remain in the area, such as in the photo 
below . 

A Category 2 fire is a fire that 
burns piled material no larger 
than two metres high and 
three metres wide, or grass 
over an area less than 0.2 
hectares (2,000 square me-
tres). You may burn up to two 
piles at the same time (with a 
maximum size of two by 
three metres each) when Cat-
egory 2 fires are allowed.  



One situation in which smoke can get trapped in 
an area is when an “inversion” is present. 
Inversions occur when horizontal layers of air 
increase in temperature with height. (Normally, 
temperature decreases as altitude increases.) 
 
When warm air that’s present higher in the 
atmosphere lies above cooler and heavier air, it 
causes the atmosphere in the area to remain very 
stable. This stability severely limits the 
atmosphere’s ability to disperse smoke, because 
there is little to no movement of the air layers. 
Other types of atmospheric stability (apart from 
inversions) can also make it difficult for smoke 
to disperse.  
 
Remember that “hot” fires burn efficiently and 
produce less smoke, while fires that contain wet 
fuel (or fires that burn inefficiently) can produce 
a lot of smoke. It’s also important to remember 
that the Ventilation Index is just a forecast and 
the atmosphere where you’re burning may not 
behave exactly as predicted. If you find that the 
venting conditions are deteriorating as you’re 
burning and smoke is beginning to build up in the 
area, stop burning. 
 
Air quality is legislated by the Ministry of 
Environment. If you’re in an area where burning is 
being done in a manner that produces an 
inordinate amount of smoke, report it by calling 
the Report All Poachers and Polluters (RAPP) line 
at 1 888 336-7378.  
 
More information about the Open Burning 
Smoke Control Regulation is available online 
at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/
environment/air-land-water/air/air-
pollution/smoke-burning/regulations/
openburningregulation 
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To check the Ventilation Index in your area, call 1 
888 281-2992 or visit the website at: http://
www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/bcairquality/readings/
ventilation-index.html 

Ministry of Environment Venting Index for 
September 28, 2018 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/regulations/openburningregulation
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http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/bcairquality/readings/ventilation-index.html
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/bcairquality/readings/ventilation-index.html
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Precipitation throughout the Coastal Fire 
Centre in the month of September has low-
ered the fire danger rating to ‘low’ in most 
areas. Precipitation, as well as cooler tem-
peratures, higher humidities and shorter 
days have also contributed to a decrease in 
fire behaviour across the remaining active 
fires in the Coastal Fire Centre. As of Sep-
tember 28, there are 36 active fires in the 
Coastal Fire Centre, all of which are consid-
ered to be ‘being held’ or ‘under control.’  

While wildfire activity itself does not pose a 
threat to public safety at this time, given the 
scope of the wildfire situation this season, 
the BC Wildfire Service is urging hunters, 
recreationalists and anyone else heading 
into the backcountry to use caution while 
travelling through areas  affected by wild-

SYNOPSIS: Expect mainly sunny skies, 

moderate to low humidities, and above 

average temperatures in most areas today. 

Isolated pockets of low cloud should burn 

off for the most part near or shortly past 

noon and a few bands of high cloud will lead 

to filtered sun north of roughly Woss – Bute 

Inlet through the afternoon. An area of high 

pressure over the BC Interior supports 

strengthening outflow winds throughout all 

Mainland zones tonight; potentially reaching 

parts of the east, north & south Island as 

well. Good temperature and RH recoveries 

should still be seen in most areas by 

Saturday morning despite sustained outflow 

winds exceeding 25km/hr in some inlets and 

valleys. Saturday should see a few bands of 

mid & high level cloud mainly in the Fraser 

and South Island zones while areas to the 

north remain mainly sunny with greater 

outflow winds, similar or slightly lower 

humidities and similar or slightly cooler 

temperatures than today. Outflow 

conditions continue Saturday night, 

generally stronger across the north with 

good recoveries in most areas/elevations 

and showers beginning across the south.  

OUTLOOK: Conditions on Monday will 

trend towards increasing cloud and scattered 

showers or rain in most areas outside of 

Haida Gwaii Sunday and Monday. 

Temperatures should return to or below 

seasonal normals in this pattern as snow 

levels dip to between roughly 900m and 

1300m (generally lower on the Mainland; 

higher on the Island).  A developing 

weather pattern on Tuesday could favour 

the south & east for continued showers and 

cloud while parts of the north and west 

could see sunnier skies and drier conditions 

with temperatures remaining in the low to 

mid teens.  
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Weather-issued on Sept. 28 at 12:00 pm 

About Coastal-September 28, 2018 

fires.  A number of safety hazards may be 
present in areas affected by wildfires, in-
cluding unstable trees, ash pits which can 
remain hot long after the flames have died 
down, unstable terrain and the potential 
for landslides, and more. For more infor-
mation, visit:http://bcfireinfo.for.gov.bc.ca/
hprScripts/WildfireNews/
DisplayArticle.asp?Mode=normal&ID=3058 

The decreased wildfire risk in the Coastal 
Fire Centre also means that all open burn-
ing is once again allowed in areas under the 
Coastal Fire Centre’s jurisdiction. Always 
check with local authorities before lighting 
a fire of any size, as they may have their 
own burning bylaws or restrictions in 
effect.  

Fires to Date 

Total 290 

Lightning  157  

Person 133 

Number of fires 
since last 

Newsletter 
(Sept 14) 

Total 0 

Lightning   0  

Person 0 

Fire Danger 

Rating today 

  
  

Current Prohibitions 

(within BCWS 
jurisdictional area) 

The Coastal Fire 
Centre no longer 

has any prohibitions 
in place. Local 

governments may 
still have their own 
burning restrictions 
in place, so always 

check with local 
authorities before 

lighting a fire of any 
size. 

http://bcfireinfo.for.gov.bc.ca/hprScripts/WildfireNews/DisplayArticle.asp?Mode=normal&ID=3058
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