Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue
Fire Chief’s Report
August 2017
Response Report
SSIFR responded to 75 Incidents in the month of August. A total of 485 incidents SSIFR has responded to
this year. Due to the heightened fire danger, open burn complaints, smoke sightings, and high-risk
operations made up 13% of the months calls. The entire month of August we were in an Extreme Fire
Danger rating.
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Open Burning and High-Risk Activities Complaints
During the month of August, SSIFR attended twenty-one (21) incidents for open burns / smoke sightings
and high-risk activities during early shift and/or shut down periods. We attended eleven (11) open
burns where nothing was found. Crews also responded to one (1) smoke sighting that were unable to
locate the source. SSIFR attended eleven (11) high-risk activity complaints where the work was either
terminated or it was permitted to continue. To date, the Chief’s office has issued forty-one (41) special
exemption permits this summer. The Special Permit process has worked well this year enabling safe
work to be completed while maintaining a high level of fire safety. Community education is our key
objective.
Operations Update
We continue to be under a total fire ban and will remain closed until we receive enough rain to lower
our islands fire danger.

For the month of August, we continued to have crews rotating in and out of BC Wildfire Provincial
response. We deployed our reserve Tender and rotated a total of eleven (11) SSIFR members. A
complete report will be provided to the board of trustees once the Provincial State of Emergency is over
and our deployment for 2017 is complete.
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A letter we received from Tolko to our SSIFR team who assisted in protecting the Tolko Mill and
community for weeks during the BC Wildfires.
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Incident Highlights
August 2nd SSIFR responded to our second brush fire of the season on Furness Road. Firefighters quickly
stopped the spread of the fire that was spreading through grass, brush and approaching buildings. After
an investigation, the cause of the fire was determined to be “unknown.”

August 19th SSIFR responded to a complex MVI incident on Alders Avenue. The MVI evolved into a
technical rescue incident. Our technical rope rescue team were dispatched to assist in the rescue of the
patient from the vehicle that was over a steep cliffside.
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Training
August crews concentrated
on technical rope rescue and
auto extrication. We have
also begun preparation for a
large-scale BC Ferries mock
incident with all agencies.
We will be training on mass
casualty triage over the next
two months putting it to the
test in October. This largescale rescue, treatment and
evacuation will include
responders from SSIFR,
BCAS, RCMP, MSAR, GSAR,
CGG, EOC, ESS, as well as
Military and BC Ferries staff.

Inspection and Public Education Division
For the Month of August SSIFR conducted fourteen (14) commercial inspections, and five (5) high-risk
activity inspections. Our inspection division also met with developers on three (3) sub division plan
reviews.
During August, we finished six (6) new Pre-Incident Plans (PIP) for commercial high-risk buildings on Salt
Spring Island. August was the final month for our UVic Summer Student Trevor Bourque. With his
expertise for CAD drawing we revamped our whole PIP system, and completed our top twenty (20) highrisk properties. As a component to the PIP program we also held two one-day workshops on the
construction and workflow of the new and improved PIPs.
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Example of a 10 Page PIP.

Respectfully Submitted
Arjuna George
Fire Chief
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