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Minutes of the  
Occupational Health and Safety Committee Meeting 

Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District 
 
Meeting held: March 22, 2018 
            Training Room, Ganges Fire Hall 
 
In attendance:  
Committee Members: Lieutenant Ken Akerman (Co-chair), Abe Hohn (Employee Rep), 
Chief Arjuna George (Management Rep), Trustee Mary Lynn Hetherington 
(Management Rep), Nancy Purssell (Employee Rep), Shawn Stevens (Employee Rep) 
 
These minutes follow the order of the agenda although the sequence may have varied. 
 
Co-chair Hetherington called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 
1. Approval of Agenda 
 
 The agenda was circulated prior to the meeting.  
 
 By general consent the agenda was approved as circulated. 
  
2. Minutes 
 

Receive and approve the minutes of the meeting held February 22nd, 2018 
 
The draft minutes of the meeting held February 22nd, 2018 were distributed prior 
to the meeting.   
 
Motion to accept the receive and approve the minutes as circulated moved by 
Co-chair Akerman. 
CARRIED 

  
3. Old Business 
 

 3.1.  WCB Inspection Report 2016 11 16  
 

After discussion, by general consent it was agreed that matters detailed in 
the WCB Inspection Report had been addressed, so this Item of Business  
is closed. 

 
 3.2. Fire Hall No. 1 structural integrity  
 

A proposed draft of the letter to be sent to the employer was reviewed. 
(Copy attached to the original minutes).  After discussion it was agreed 
that the WorkSafeBC Inspection Report of November 16, 2016 should 
also be included in the  list of attached documentation. 
 
By unanimous consent of all committee members it was agreed that the 
letter be sent as amended to the employer. 
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Co-chair Akerman reported that Chair Svendsen and CAO Peat have 
been apprised of the OH&S Committee’s intent to send the 
correspondence which requires the employer to respond in writing within 
twenty-one days of receipt (WCB Act section 133 (2)).   
 

 3.3  Update regarding water quality testing Fire Hall No. 2  
 

Committee Member Hohn reported that test results have come back for 
the water sample that was collected from Fire Hall No. 2’s kitchen sink on 
February 23 2018.   Test results were satisfactory.  

 
 3.4  Emergency Preparedness Response Plans  
 

Chief George reported that an OG for “Rapid Damage Assessment 
Report” (RDA) for Fire Hall No. 1 had been drafted and circulated 
amongst members for comment. It was the consensus of the meeting that 
this item of business be considered closed.   
 
A copy of a proposed “Emergency Response Plan” prepared by Co-chair 
Akerman was circulated at the meeting. (Copy attached to the original 
minutes). There was discussion. 

 
 3.5 Update regarding decibel readings inside all apparatus -no report 
 
 

3.6 Review OG – 10.03.11 “Use of Alcohol and Drugs” 
   

Chief George reported that despite marijuana being a “big topic”, there 
does not appear to be any resources readily available to assist 
supervisors in recognizing the symptoms of possible impairment.  In the 
discussion it was suggested that resources might be available through 
Island Health Authority (Lady Minto Hospital).  

 
 3.7 “Supervisor OHS Part 2” Workshop  
 

It was reported that BC Fed Health & Safety are available to teach the 
“Supervisor OHS Part 2” course on Salt Spring this fall –date to be 
finalized.  The workshop would be hosted by the District 

 
4. New Business  

 
4.1 Appointments to OHS Committee 

 
It was reported that Committee Member Pursell has been elected as an 
Salt Spring Island Fire Fighters’ Association (SSIFFA) member on OH&S 
Committee for a further two-year term ending in 2020.  Committee 
Members Hohn and Stevens have one-year remaining in the term of 
office as representatives from SSIFFA ending in 2019.  Co-chair Akerman 
will speak to Association President Mitchell Sherrin about electing 
additional “alternates” members to serve on the OH&S Committee as 
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employee representatives – at present Colin McDougall is the only 
alternate. 
 
Lieutenant Ken Akerman is IAFF Local 4467’s representative on the 
OH&S Committee term ending in 2019 with Captain Dale Lundy as his 
alternate. 
 
Employer representative on the OHS Committee are appointed by the 
Board of Trustees and serve until the close of the Annual General 
Meeting. At present Chief Arjuna George (CAO Andrew Peat alternate) 
and Trustee Hetherington are the employer’s representatives. 
 

5. Review of Inspection Report  
 

Quarterly Fire Hall No. 1 inspection was done by Committee Members Akerman, 
Hetherington and Peat.  Several minor safety concerns were noted: the smoke 
detector in the Assistant Chief’s office malfunctioned and need to be replaced; in 
the front office locks on desk drawers protrude and need to be removed; it was 
suggested that a planter be put in front of the office door to help prevent falls 
from the sloping cement slab at the entrance; and full water bottles are being 
stored above the hose rack in vehicle bay #1. Co-chair Akerman undertook to 
find an alternate storage place. 
 
Fire Hall No. 2 inspection was done by Co-chair Akerman.  Concerns noted were: 
better lighting needed in the tender bay; need for a general cleaning; and heavy 
items were stocked high.   
 
Fire Hall No. 3 inspection was done by Committee Member Hohn.  Concerns 
noted were water on the floor by the truck bay and the need for better lighting at 
the fuel storage and office side of the tender bay.  Co-chair Akerman reported 
that he has a quote on additional lighting There was discussion about also having 
additional yard lighting for the C-can area. 
 

6. Review of First Aid and Accident / Incident Investigations  
 
 6.1 Incident Investigations 
 

Preliminary investigation of Incident 2018.01.30 (# 24), has been done by 
Committee Members Hohn and McDougall.   
 
Investigation of Incident 2018.02.27 (#25) was completed by Committee 
Members Akerman and Hohn.  Securing storage cabinets was an issue 
as the locks and latches pose a hazard.  Co-chair Akerman undertook to 
replace the locks. 
 
Committee Members Hohn and Stevens volunteered to be investigators 
for April.   
 
Chief George will set up a procedure for compensating members for 
doing OH&S business during off-duty hours.  
 



 

 

Occupational Health and Safety Committee Minutes 
March 22, 2018      DRAFT Page 4 

 

 6.2 February 2018 Statistical Report 
 
  The February 2018 Statistical Report was received. 
 
7. Education   
 

Committee Members were reminded to email Chief George to let him know if 
they want to attend a certain course. 
 

8. Other Business  
 

Chief George asked for clarification about the Committee’s February 22nd, 2018 
recommendation about “Line of Duty Death” (LODD).  There was discussion. 
 

9. Next Meeting 

The next regular monthly meeting of the Committee is scheduled for April 26th, 
2018, 5:30 p.m. at the Ganges Fire Hall Meeting Room.   

10. Adjournment  

There being no further business, motion to adjourn moved by Committee 
Member Stevens. 
CARRIED 

 
 The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Co-chair Ken Akerman 
Committee Co-chair 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Andrew Peat 
Corporate Administrator 


