
May 20, 2015 

Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue (SSIFR) Staff Report: 

Re: Second reading of Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District (SSIFPD) Open-Burning Bylaw 125. 

Overview: 

The purpose of this report is to recommend that the trustees of SSIFPD adopt Bylaw 125 with 
amendments proposed by SSIFR staff in the attached document, Open-Burning Bylaw: May 2015 Draft. 

Background Discussion: 

Currently, the SSIFR issues approximately 2,000 permits annually for campfires, backyard burning 
(Category-2) and commercial burning (Category-3). It is a remarkable achievement that so many island 
residents obtain permits and seek to comply with safe practices. 

In early 2014, SSIFR staff drafted a bylaw revision of a “housekeeping” nature; to reference correct 
provincial regulations, to improve definitions, and to bring SSIFPD regulations in alignment with updated 
provincial regulations. For SSIFR staff, the goal of revisions is to educate residents with best practices, 
assist residents to comply with regulations, and to guide safe burning through access to provincial public-
education resources. 

Various interest groups have also proposed changes to SSIFPD open-burning regulations. Many of these 
changes involve a health-related or environmental perspective. However, changes to open-burning 
regulations could have a significant impact on residents which might not be readily apparent. 

For example, if the SSIFPD Open-Burning bylaw is amended so that campfires or backyard burning 
require a “good” rating on the “Ventilation Index,” months might pass without a “good” venting day, 
which could cause significant disruption to current practices. Another proposed change is to restrict the 
backyard and commercial open-burning season to just four months per year (March 1-April 30 and 
October 1-November 30), which with ventilation requirements, could prohibit open burning completely. 

Proposed changes by community members to the open-burning bylaw may also expose the SSIFPD to 
unnecessary risk for regulatory liability and enforcement. As per the letters patent of November 24, 1959, 
SSIFPD was given authority to undertake provisions for fire protection. While smoke control is a 
valuable goal, the B.C. Ministry of Environment is the regulatory authority for environmental health. 

Many of the proposed changes by community members would require SSIFR staff to spend considerable 
resources toward investigation of complaint and enforcement of potentially contentious SSIFPD bylaws. 
Since SSIFPD has no ability to levy fines, and limited ability for cost recovery, many of these bylaws 
would be very difficult to enforce. Alternatively, staff recommend education of best practices with 
voluntary compliance of simple bylaws as a key tool to improve public safety. 

Action: 

SSIFR staff recommend SSIFPD trustees adopt the attached amendments to Bylaw 125, found in the 
document titled Open-Burning Bylaw: May 2015 Draft. 


