
 

Minutes of the  
Fifty Fifth Annual General Meeting 

Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District 
 
Meeting held: 20 April 2015 
  Hart Bradley Hall, Salt Spring Island Lions Club 
 
 
 
In attendance: Trustees: Dan Lee (Chair), Ron Chamney, Michael Garside, Michael 
Schubart, Michele Severn 
Regrets:  Richard Hannah, Bruce Patterson 
Staff Members: Chief Tom Bremner, SSIFFA Lieutenant Eric Taylor, Corporate 
Administration Officer (CAO) Andrew Peat 
Guest: Auditor Jean Elwell CA 
49 residents  
 
Chair Lee called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and welcomed attendees. 
 
Appoint Recording Secretary and Parliamentarian 
Motion moved by Trustee Garside seconded by Trustee Chamney that Corporate 
Administration Officer Andrew Peat be appointed recording secretary and 
parliamentarian for the meeting.  Carried. 
 
Acceptance of Minutes  
The minutes of the fifty fourth Annual General Meeting held 28 April 2014 were read by 
CAO Peat. (Copy attached to the original minutes.) Jean Elwell CA asked that the section 
referencing her presentation of the “audit financial report” should use the term “financial 
statements” instead of “financial report”.  Chair Lee asked that the motion accepting the 
Fire Chief’s Report was moved by himself and not “Tom Lee” as recorded.   Motion 
moved by Trustee Chamney seconded by Trustee Schubart that the minutes be amended 
to read “financial statements” replacing “financial report” and that the motion to accept 
the Fire Chief Report was moved by “Dan Lee” not “Tom Lee”.  Carried.  Motion moved 
by Trustee Chamney seconded by Trustee Schubart that the minutes of the fifty fourth 
Annual General Meeting be accepted  as amended.  Carried. 
 
Acceptance of Audited Financial Statements  
Audited financial statements for the year ending 31 December 2014 were presented by 
Jean Elwell CA.  (Copy attached to the original Minutes.)  Reference was made to 
management’s responsibility for the financial statements and that her independent 
auditor’s report states in part that it is her opinion that the financial statements present 
fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the District as at 31 December 
2014.  The “Statement of Operations” records an annual surplus of $277,246 and 
“Statement of Change in Net Financial Assets” reports a change of +$434,427.  In the 
discussion it was noticed by Jean Elwell that on the “Statement of Cash Flows” 
“(Decrease) in cash” should read “Increase/(Decrease) in cash”.   



 

 
In discussing the “Notes to the Financial Statements” reference was made to Note 1 
which states in part the financial statements are prepared in accordance with 
recommendations from the Public Sector Accounting Board for the Canadian Institute of 
Chartered Accountants and Note 6 “Correction of Accounting Error” which reports a 
change in the amortization rate on vehicles from a rate of 30% to a rate of 10% that was 
applied retrospectively.   Jean Elwell stated that the revised amortization rate more 
realistically reflected the useful life of vehicles.  There is no impact on financial assets 
and the changes made increased net tangible assets, net equity in non-financial assets and 
accumulated surplus by $819,886. 
 
Motion moved by Trustee Chamney seconded by Trustee Schubart that the financial 
statements be amended to read  on the “Statement of Cash Flows” (page  7) 
“Increase/(Decrease) in cash” replacing “(Decrease) in cash”.  Carried.  Motion moved 
by Trustee Chamney seconded by Trustee Schubart that the financial statements be 
accepted as amended.  Carried. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
The “2014 Fire Chief’s Annual Report” was presented by Chief Bremner.  (Copy 
attached to the original minutes.)  The importance of training was highlighted with 
weekly use of the training ground facility at the Fulford Fire Hall and another successful 
“Training in Paradise” weekend with upwards of 100 firefighters attending.  Chief 
mentioned that in 2014 over 4,600 people (both adults and children) were directly 
affected through the District’s public education and fire prevention programs.  Thanks 
was extended to partnered organizations, trustees, staff and Salt Spring Island Fire 
Rescue members for their commitment, dedication and support of the fire service. 
 
Motion moved by Trustee Chamney seconded by Trustee Severn that the 2014 Fire 
Chief’s Annual Report be received.  Carried 
 
Salt Spring Island Firefighters Association Report 
The “Salt Spring Island Firefighters Association AGM Report” was read by Lieutenant 
Eric Taylor.  (Copy attached to the original minutes.) Association members donated some 
$4,600 as well as volunteering many hour fundraising for various causes.  Mention was 
made of bursary winners – Sky Losier and Colin Buckley receiving respectively the 
“Travis Guedes Bursary” and “Steve Thomas Memorial Scholarship”. Association 
member Fire Fighter Chantelle Phol received the “Presidents Choice Award” and Fire 
Fighter Tom McCormick the “Volunteer of the Year Award”. 
 
Motion moved by Trustee Chameny seconded by Trustee Severn that Salt Spring Island 
Firefighters Association AGM Report be accepted.  Carried. 
 
Chair of the Board of Trustees Report 
Chair Lee read his report.  Mention was made of the Walker Resource Group Fire Service 
report initiated in the fall of 2014 and formally received in February 2015 which provides 
a framework for the District/fire service to move forward.  Thanks was extended to 



 

retiring trustees Bruce Patterson, Richard Hannah and Ron Chamney for their many years 
of service.  Chair Lee concluded by thanking all members of the fire service for keeping 
our lives, community, island and homes safe. 
 
Election Results 
Trustee Garside advised that as a result of the election held 18 April 2015 Mitchell A. 
Forest, Harold Derek Hill, and Norbert F Schlenker have been elected for a three year 
term of office and that Linda J. Lee was elected by acclamation to complete the balance 
of a term of office terminating at the end of the AGM to be held in 2016. 
 
Motion moved by Trustee Garside seconded by Trustee Schubart that the election 
materials will be retained in the custody of the Corporate Administration Officer to be 
destroyed when advised to do so by the Returning Officer.  Carried. 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
 
Fire Service Levels Presentation 
Chief Bremner presented a presentation on what it means to have the Board of Trustees 
approve a “Service Level Policy” in terms of fire services provided and associated costs.  
(Copy attached to the original minutes.)  Trustees had asked Chief Bremner to prepare 
the presentation to begin the dialogue with the public.  
 
Chief Bremner stressed that that service level policy refers only to structural firefighting 
and that the “British Columbia Structure Firefighter Competency and Training Playbook” 
was designed to ensure that appropriate minimum levels of training are established and 
explicitly linked to the level of service being provided.  Chief Bremner advised that Salt 
Spring Island Fire/Rescue has been responding to structural fire calls as a “full service” 
level agency for thirty years and that staff are trained to meet the required standards. 
 
Landowner Discussion with trustees  
A question was asked about the Bullock Lake fire and whether water pumped from 
Bullock Lake could have been used in fire suppression.  Chief Bremner commented that 
there are no “filters” on hoses and suitability of water sources depends on many factors.  
It is the District’s practice to respond to structural fires with water tankers and not 
necessarily rely on local hydrants and/or nearby water sources for refilling.  
Responsibility for testing and maintaining hydrants is a related issued which needs to be 
addressed cooperatively by the District and water service providers. 
 
A question was asked as to whether trustees have received professional input as to the 
suitability of the Brinkworthy property for the location of a new fire hall.  Trustees advise 
that drainage report had been received. 
 



 

Concern was expressed that during the recent trustee elections social media often contain 
misleading information which was not addressed/corrected by the District.  The concern 
was noted. 
 
Details of trustee meetings held concerning negotiations and ratification of the current 
collective agreement with the International Association of Fire Fighters  Local 4467 was 
the subject of a lively discussion.  A major concern was the rational for the negotiated 
increase of an additional two full time career members in the fire suppression division. 
 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn moved by Trustee Chamney.  
Carried.  The meeting   adjourned at 8:50pm 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Linda Lee 
Chair Board of Trustees 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Andrew Peat 
Corporate Administrator 


