
 

Minutes of the 
Open-burning Bylaw Committee Meeting 
 Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District 

 
Meeting held: 08 June, 2015 
  Training Room, Ganges Fire Hall 
 
In attendance: Committee Members: Michael Garside, Andrew Peat, Norbert Schlenker, 
Lieutenant Mitchell Sherrin  
Regrets: Chief Tom Bremner, Ken Byron 
Trustees: Derek Hill 
4 residents 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm by Committee Member Peat who asked for 
nominations for the position of Committee Chair.  Committee Member Schlenker was nominated 
by Committee Member Peat.  There being no further nominations Committee Member Schlenker 
was declared elected as Committee Chair by acclamation. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
A proposed agenda was circulated to committee members prior to the meeting.  Motion moved 
by Chair Schlenker that the agenda be adopted as circulated.  Carried. 
 
Fire Chief’s Staff Report on Proposed Bylaw No. 125 
Chief Bremner’s report to the Committee (04 June 2015) was circulated to committee members 
prior to the meeting. (Copy attached to the original minutes.)  Committee Member Lt. Sherrin 
advised that Fire Service staff have been discussing the need for an amended open-burning 
bylaw since 2010.  The proposed open-burning bylaw attached to the staff report (version dated 
June 3, 2015) builds on the work done by former trustee Ron Chamney and incorporates 
suggestions made by Committee Chair Schlenker. The recommended bylaw also includes a 
regulation allowing property owners to appeal an invoice for recovery of costs.   
 
Committee Member Garside reminded the committee that in revising the open-burning bylaw the 
intent is to simplify and update references to provincial legislation not the revamp the bylaw in 
its entirety. Committee Member Lt. Sherrin commented that the proposed bylaw tries to balance 
the interests of local contractors and resident values and concerns while also recognizing 
personnel and equipment limitations of the Fire Service.  It was noted that the staff report 
includes a recommendation that appropriate policies be developed to provide both direction and  
support to the Chief when dealing with nuisance and other burning related matters. 
 
Responding to a question from the public, Committee Member Lt. Sherrin  advised that there 
have been instances where Fire Service staff were “threatened” while investigating/enforcing 
open-burning regulations.  The intent of the proposed bylaw and the permitting process is not to 
be confrontational but rather to foster public education on “best practice” and voluntary 
cooperation.  Committee Member Lt. Sherrin also commented that the appeal process included in 
the bylaw was inserted to allow property owners a “fair hearing” on cost recoveries that may be 
imposed. 



 

 
Correspondence & Delegations 
Correspondence on open-burning was received from Jan Slakov, Iain Leckie and Derek and Jean 
Wilkinson. (Copies attached to the original minutes.) 
 
Jan Slakov made a presentation to the Committee. (Copy of her report attached to the original 
minutes.)  She expressed gratitude for Fire Service educational efforts to promote alternatives to 
open-burning of wood waste but reiterated personal concerns about the adverse health effects of 
smoke and the near impossibility of preventing the burning of prohibited materials.  Her 
recommendations ask that the Fire Service work with and educate the community on reducing 
the toxicity of open fires and alternative ways to deal with waste products.  She asked that the 
Fire Service’s website include relevant links to Provincial resources and open-burning 
regulations. 
 
Responding to a question Committee Member Lt. Sherrin advised that obtaining an open-burning 
permit is often the only instance for most members of the public to interact with the Fire Service 
and it is a valuable opportunity for conversation.  Committee Member Lt. Sherrin also advised 
that Fire Service investigates over 100 open-burning incidents a year for possible infractions. 
 
Committee Chair Schlenker acknowledged that while the proposed bylaw references “beach 
fires” there is some uncertainly as to whether regulations are enforceable on Crown land below 
the natural high water mark.  In response to a question from Chair Schlenker, Committee Member Lt. 
Sherrin advised that the  staff report recommends year round permitting as in past years high volume of 
call-outs have happened in the “shoulder seasons”. 
 
Responding to a question from the public, Chair Schlenker advised that assessing a nominal charge ($5.00 
was mentioned) to cover the costs of issuing a permit was not considered cost effective. 
 
New Business 
Open-burning Bylaw No. 125 
Committee members based their deliberations on the 03 June 2015 staff bylaw proposal attached 
to their report.  Minor changes to formatting, punctuation, spelling and grammar were agreed to 
by members.   
 
At the request of Committee Member Peat, the draft bylaw was amended to stipulate that all 
material  burned within Open Burning must originate from the property where it is being burned 
(Part II Regulations No.6).  Chair Schlenker advised that he has reservations concerning the age 
stipulation for persons charged with supervising fires (Regulation No.7).  It was agreed by 
consensus that the draft bylaw be amended to require that for Category 3 Open Burning,  a 
machine and operator be on site (Regulation No. 9c). The Committee  recognizes that this 
regulation does not reflect current practice and could be amended after consulting with affected 
parties.  The section concerning cost recovery was amended to make clear that the property 
owner is liable for costs (Regulation No.17) and the appeal process was changed to say that the 
Board of Trustees and not staff members will hear and resolve appeals (Regulation No.19). 
 
A revised bylaw as recommended by the Open-burning Bylaw Committee is attached to these 
minutes. 



 

 
 Adjournment 
There being no further business motion to adjourn moved by Committee Chair Schlenker.  
Carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:12pm. 
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Norbert Schlenker 
Committee Chair 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael Garside 
Committee Member 
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Andrew Peat 
Committee Member 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Lieutenant Mitchell Sherrin 
Committee Member 
 


